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DETAILED ACTION 

This is a response to a Request for Continued Examination filed September 15, 2008. 
Claims 19-41 are currently pending. 

Response to Arguments 
1 . Applicant's arguments, see Remarks and Amendments, filed September 15, 
2008, with respect to the rejection(s) of claim(s) 19-37 have been fully considered and 
are persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. However, upon further 
consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection is made in view of Sims III. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form 
the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or In public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. 

1 . Claims 19-41 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Sims 
III [US 2002/0016919 A1]. 

Regarding claim 28, Sims III teaches a content playback method used in a playback 
terminal for playing back content, the content playback method comprising: 
reading encrypted content from a portable medium [Sims 1119: 0097 -Encrypted disk 
key is provided to the play-back device decoder to allow meaningful use of the content 
recorded thereon.]; judging whether or not information managed by an external license 
server is required for decrypting the encrypted content [Sims III 9: 0098]; reading 
medium information pre-recorded on the portable medium [Sims III 8: 0091]; acquiring 
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the information managed by tlie external license server when it is judged that the 
information is required [Sims III 9: 0098]; and a decryption step of (a) decrypting the 
encrypted content using only the medium information and information pre-stored in the 
playback terminal itself, without using information managed by the external license 
server, when it is judged that information is not required, [Sims III 8: 0091] [Sims III 9: 
0097] and (b) decrypting the encrypted content using the information acquired from the 
external license server when it is judged that the information is required [Sims III 10: 
0106]. 

Regarding claim 41 , Sims III teaches the content playback method of claim 28, wherein 
the information managed by the external license server is rights information including 
usage rights for the content [Sims III 9: 0100 -rights information is associated with 
determination of single use or unlimited use by external source.], the judging comprises 
judging whether or not the rights information is required, as the information managed by 
the external license server, for decrypting the encrypted content [Sims 1119: 0098], the 
acquiring comprises acquiring the rights information from the external license server 
when it is judged that the rights information is required [Sims III 9: 100-101 -acquiring 
the requested information associated with single use or unlimited use], and the 
decryption step comprises (a) decrypting the encrypted content using only the medium 
information and the information pre-stored in the playback terminal itself, without using 
the rights information, when it is judged that the rights information is not required [Sims 
III 8: 0091] [Sims III 9: 0097], and (b) decrypting the encrypted content using the rights 
information when it is judged that the rights information is required [Sims III 10: 0106]. 
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Regarding claim 29, Sims III teaches the content playback method of claim 41 , wherein 
the medium information includes a media key [Sims III 7: 0071 -Disk Key], and the 
decryption step includes: a content key obtaining sub-step of, when it is judged that the 
rights information is not required, obtaining the media key from the medium information 
and, using the obtained media key, obtaining a first content key used in decrypting of 
the encrypted content [Sims 1119: 0097 --Use Disk key as Content key]; and a content 
decryption sub-step of, when it is judged that the rights information is not required, 
decrypting the encrypted content using the first content key [Sims 6: 0057]. 
Regarding claim 30, Sims III teaches the content playback method claim 29, wherein 
the content key obtaining sub-step includes, when it is judged that the rights information 
is required, obtaining a second content key used in decrypting of the encrypted content 
[Sims 10: 0106 -content key], using the rights information [Sims 10: 0106 -random 
number, as this is associated with usage or rights information], and the content 
decryption sub-step includes, when it is judged that the rights information is required, 
decrypting the encrypted content using the second content key [Sims 10: 0107]. 
Regarding claim 31 , Sims III teaches the content playback method of claim 30, wherein 
the rights information includes a rights key [Sims 10: 0106 -random number], and 
the content key obtaining sub-step includes, when it is judged that the rights information 
is required, obtaining the second content key using the rights key [Sims 10: 0106 - 
content key XOR random number by clearinghouse for provisioning]. 
Regarding claim 32, Sims III teaches the content playback method of claim 31, wherein 
the content key obtaining sub-step includes, when it is judged that the rights information 
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is required, obtaining the second content key using both the rights key and the media 
key [Sims 6: 0057] [Sims 10: 0103 -Encrypted Disk Key provided to Clearing house.]. 
Regarding claim 33, Sims III teaches the content playback method of claim 30, wherein 
the portable medium further has stored thereon key obtaining information indicating 
whether or not the rights information is required for obtaining a key used for decrypting 
the encrypted content [Sims 8: 0086-0088], and the content playback method further 
comprises: reading the key obtaining information from the portable medium [Sims 8: 
0091] [Sims 9: 0102], wherein the judging comprises judging whether or not the rights 
Information Is required for decrypting the encrypted content, based on the key obtaining 
Information [Sims 9: 0098]. 

Regarding claim 34, Sims III teaches the content playback method of claim 29, wherein 
the decryption step includes, when it is judged that the rights information is necessary, 
performing decryption of the encrypted content [Sims 10: 0107] only when the acquiring 
has already acquired the rights information and the rights information indicates that 
usage of the content is permitted [Sims 9-10: 0100-0104]. 

Regarding claim 35, Sims III teaches the content playback method of claim 29, wherein 
the playback terminal Includes a holding unit operable to hold device unique Information 
that Is unique to the playback terminal [Sims 4: 0036-0037], the media key Is In an 
encrypted state [Sims 9: 0097 -encrypted Disk Key], having been encrypted using the 
device unique information [Sims 9: 0097 -encrypted with the public key of the matching 
"acceptable user"], and the content key obtaining sub-step includes, when it is judged 
that the rights information is not required, obtaining the media key by decrypting the 
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encrypted-state media key using the device unique information [Sims 9: 0097 - 

decrypted with the private key of the matching "acceptable user."]. 

Regarding claim 36, Sims III teaches the content playback method of claim 29, wherein 

the portable medium further has stored thereon information indicating whether or not the 

rights information is required for decrypting of the encrypted content [Sims 8: 0086- 

0088], and the content playback method further comprises: reading the information 

from the portable medium [Sims 8: 0091] [Sims 9: 0102], wherein the judging 

comprises judging whether or not the rights information is required for decrypting the 

encrypted content, based on the information [Sims 9: 0098]. 

Claims 19-27 are rejected because it is similar matter to claims 28-36. 

Claim 38 is rejected because it is similar matter to claim 41 . 

Regarding claim 39, Sims III teaches the playback terminal of claim 20, wherein 

the rights information includes information showing permission to play back the content 

[Sims 6: 0057, 0065; 9: 0100 -authorization information is a permission information]. 

Regarding claim 40, Sims III teaches the playback terminal of claim 39, wherein 

the portable medium further has recorded thereon information indicating whether or not 

the rights information is necessary for decrypting the encrypted content [Sims 6: 0057- 

0066], and the decryption method judgment unit judges whether or not the rights 

information is required for decrypting the encrypted content based on the information 

recorded on the portable medium [Sims 8: 0091; 9: 0098; 9: 0102]. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from tine 
examiner should be directed to MARTIN JERIKO P. SAN JUAN whose telephone 
number is (571)272-7875. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30a - 
6:00p EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Gilberto Barron can be reached on 571-272-3799. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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Martin Jeriko San Juan 
Examiner, Art Unit 2132 
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Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2432 



